J. Jean Ajdler
Rosh Hodesh Sivan.

I was prepared to speak about the Sidra of Bamidbar and more specifically about the census
of Lyar first of the second year of the Exodus.
Nevertheless today after the Morning Prayer I decided that I should speak about Sivan 1%
Indeed we Jews keep the worship of the remembrance. I am sure that most of you don’t
remember any more the meaning of this day.
It is connected to the slaughters, the massacres of 1096 during the first crusade in nearly all
the Jewish communities in France and Germany.
In Rosh Hodesh Sivan, the community of Worms in the valley of the Rhine, the most
conservative community of Germany, kept a fast during all the history despite the halakhic
regulations forbidding fasting on Rosh Hodesh. I say the most conservative community
because it resisted external influences and for example, unlike Frankfurt, never accepted the
introduction of the service of Kabalat Shabbat introduced by the kabalists of Safed, thus the
prayer that we said until know including 7 chapters of Psalms beginning with Lekhou
Neranena, followed by the famous Lekha Dodi, composed by R. Solomon Alkabets and
finally Psalms 92 and 93. This practice of fasting on Rosh Hodesh Sivan raised many
discussions between rabbis all through the history. When Sivan 1* fals on a Friday as this
year, the community of Worms fasted until 3 pm (local mean time) thus something as 4 — 4
and a half of our modern mean time, summer hour, I had not the time to make an accurate
calculation, and then accepted Shabbat, much before the time of Pelag ha Minha, the earliest
time for kabalat Shabbat. This raised many objections and discussions. Especially about 300
years ago, there was a big discussion, with contradictory responsa of Shevut Ya’akov of
Rabbi Jacob Reisher and Pnei Yehoshua of Rabbi Jacob Yehoshuah Falk, two leading rabbis
of the time.
Before examining the rabbinical literature, a few words about the origin of this strange
practice and the results of a research conducted in association with Ya’akov Loewinger of Tel
Aviv in the existing literature about the history of the time measurement. According to the
text of the takkanah as it appears in the sifrei minhagim of the community of Worms, the fast
lasted until Vesper. This leads us to the following assumption: At the time of the takana, in
the twelfth century, the hour was given by the unique clock of the church of the town and
Vesper, was noted by 8 ringing of the bell of the clock at 6 p.m local true time corresponding
min or less at the time of pelag-ha-minha in this season.
Now during the fourteenth century a strange phenomenon happened and the canonical hours
advanced by three hours progressively. So, for example, the canonical time of the prayer
nones which was said at the ninth hour or 3 p.m advanced to the sixth hour and so noon
became the 6™ hour to the point that we call it noon without realizing that it was at the origin
the ninth hour. By the way, for the sidelights on history, it seems that the origin of this shift
was the wish of the priests to shorten the length of their fasts, which lasted until Vesper, from
6 p.m. to 3 p.m. The solution was to advance the canonical hours.
Apparently the Jews of Worms did not realize this slow modification and the end of the fast
shifter slowly from 6 p.m until 3 p.m without that anyone understood the origin of this strange
practice. They understood that 3 p.m was only to avoid ending the fast on a day which is not a
fasting day. And this explains also how they accepted Shabbat so early on this day. It was the
result of the use in the text of the Takkanah of the denomination Vesper instead of Pelag-ha-
Minha. Let us examine shortly the rabbinical literature. The first mention of this fast is in
sefer Rokeah n° 219 of rabbi Eleazar of Worms :
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R. Menahem Azaria de Fano 1548 — 1620. Italian Halakhist and Kabbalist. He was wealthy
and contributed funds for the publication of Kessef Mishneh 1574-1576.
'\ MR 2"YPN 170 AMR O7AR T
N2 7IR7) 10 1'"2 77T oy TIVNN XYM Q70X A2 00T SWRI2 712X oY N°Iyn oM PR
...V 1770n 1097 RPT 2N 72WN2 Y anan M (TP awa v'"ypn 100 Ao

" 12°0 "2 PY 2Py maw n"w

IR MW 7"9% A AYW MR T 2579M) 7037 D250 13T NAW 292 100 W WRI PO SI9RWT I
SIMNXY R 0910 7133712 ROW N°29Y 1200 2°9900nw 07778 TIRA NAnN DT ONPRIWIY DAY PRIPn NMEn
2N 91X 72IWN IR D702 AN0Y XY W 2ONTIPT 0120 DA YA SHR WA XYY R2110D 7 OV

12 WOW 1 9219901 WK R VWD °7 871 197 (1733 29091 1670 2 7911) w1 2py 227) 2Py Mawn
DIRW 02w 2172 229950 113 7037 P 19950 1PN ROR MYV WYY 7 3711 2025 AR ,70N0 1)
.. TWI 922 N°27Y 197507 2RI NAW 7120 DIWR FTIWO M1apY XYY D07 010 129K NAW 2732 POR

1756 7u91 1680 7911 P95 YWIT° 2pY° °20 .X TIAY 2 77 M>72 No0n YW *19

MW 277 21PW WITP AT ,1270 PWa% AT wyna 93 an (2pYe Mawa Hw) 19727 9¥ onInwn SNTRY CIR)
TN IORW NIRD RWMRIN PPT 37305 AT 12 71 031 Moo "W 2 N9 1P M1 are oy 1270
av w"p M1PYY 995NAY DRy AWV WYY D1NTR 22174 710 Owa 'R 11°02 JWTI NN Yy anow
..0172 QYD W NAIIN Y2 72 KX KOW ARY 72990 owp MY 7R A 12080

AT POV WP NNRA 2P0 0O7M 09X 932 9277 1101 731 92 R PO AT A73nn D92 107 PRY I R
LDWn oW KT ROW 7hava



